
20

Mozambique

Which bioeconomy-related policy strategies exist?

In Mozambique, biofuel development has known 
high-level political support since 2004/2005, 
when the President committed to a campaign on 
Jatropha planting for biofuel projects. In 2005, the 
government also established an inter-ministerial 
working group on biofuels to guide biofuel invest-
ment and production. The country initiated bi-
lateral cooperation, trade and technology transfer 
agreements with other governments – specifically 
with Brazil, being a leader in biofuel development 
and lusophone partner country. Based on a study 

evaluating the potential benefits and risks of 
biofuel promotion, the Parliament adopted the 
proposed National Biofuel Policy and Strategy in 
2009 by stressing the importance of the integrated 
principles for sustainable biofuel development. In 
2013, the government proposed the corresponding 
regulations within the Mozambique Biofuel Sustain-
ability Framework, which should ensure that biofuel 
development does not lead to land conflicts or 
threaten food security.

 Is the term “bioeconomy” or “biobased economy”  
used in the strategy documents? Yes   No 

	 	 ✘
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Who is the author of the strategies?

The National Directorate for New and Renewable 
Energies (DNER) in the Ministry of Energy led the 
development of the National Biofuel Policy and 
Strategy, which was advised by the Inter-Ministerial 

Biofuel Commission (CIB). With the approval of the 
strategy, a National Biofuels Council was created. 
It is responsible for monitoring the implementation 
of policies targeting the sector. 
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What are the key goals of the strategies?4
The primary goal of the strategy is to reduce the 
country’s dependence on imported fossil fuels 
and to increase energy security. Furthermore, the 
strategy seeks to contribute to the National Poverty 

Alleviation Agenda, by encouraging agricultural and 
industrial development as well as employment and 
income generation in Mozambique’s rural areas.

What are the priority areas of the strategies?5
The strategy focuses on fostering biofuel supply 
projects with international partners while ensuring 
that these commercial projects respect food secu-
rity and sustainable development goals (through 
a regulatory framework). Moreover, it specifically 
highlights the need to achieve agricultural and 
industrial innovation by attracting investment in 
commercially proven technologies that are new to 
the country.

By carrying out a land-mapping exercise and foster-
ing Jatropha as a feedstock, unused land should 
create value-added for rural communities. 

The government further seeks to foster market 
development by setting blending mandates. 

Finally, institutional capacities should be fostered 
by implementing the National Biofuel Council and 
a national biofuel program to support agricultural 
R&D and investment projects.
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